UNITED NATIONS DAY

E G UN Day is a day on which we resolve to do more. More to protect those
caught up in armed conflict, to fight climate change and avert nuclear catastrophe;
more to expand opportunities for women and girls, and to combat injustice and
impunity; more to meet the Millennium Development Goals.”

BAN KI-MOON UN SECRETARY GENERAL

WHAT IS UNITED NATIONS DAY?

United Nations Day marks the anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of the UN Charter — the founding document
of the UN. The UN Charter was drafted at the Conference on International Organisation in San Francisco (“the San
Francisco Conference”).

In his remarks to the final session of this Conference, President of the United States Harry S. Truman said,

“The Charter of the United Nations which you have just signed is a solid structure upon which we can build a better
world. History will honour you for it. Between the victory in Europe and the final victory, in this most destructive of all
wars, you have won a victory against war itself. . . . With this Charter the world can begin to look forward to the time
when all worthy human beings may be permitted to live decently as free people.”

On 26 June 1945, 50 nations signed the UN Charter, committing to
working together to achieve a peaceful and just world. The UN did not
come into existence at the signing of the Charter. In many countries

the UN Charter had to be approved by their national congress or
parliament. It was resolved that the Charter would come into force when
the governments of China, France, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, the
United States and a majority of the other signatory states had ratified it
and deposited notification to this effect with the US State Department.
On 24 October , 1945, this condition was fulfilled by the required majority
and the United Nations came into existence.

24 October has been celebrated as United Nations Day since 1948

in honour of this anniversary. In 1971, the UN General Assembly
recommended that the day be observed by Member States as a public
holiday.




THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

The UN Charter established six principal organs of the United Nations: the General Assembly, the Security Council,
the Economic and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council, The International Court of Justice and the Secretariat.

The UN as a global system is much larger and encompasses over 15 different agencies, funds and programmes that
carry out its work. Examples of the work of UN agencies include:
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UN Day has traditionally been marked throughout the world with meetings, discussions and exhibits about the

achievements and goals of the UN.

Every year the UN Secretary General releases a UN Day message reminding the world of the importance to strive for

a just and peaceful world.

At the UN Headquarters in New York there is a UN Day concert that takes place every year as part of celebrations.

In Australia, the UNAA is hosting a program of events around the country and releasing a UN Day video which will be

accessible on our website.

MORE INFORMATION:

History of the UN:
http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/history/index.shtml

UN Day:
http://www.un.org/en/events/unday/

Structure and organisation of the UN:
http://www.un.org/en/aboutun/structure/index.shtml
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