
 1 

 

Thank you to everyone who attended our 2014 Planning Day and a special thanks to those who volunteered 

to action our plans for the organization.  Over the next twelve months, numerous activities will be under-

taken by the UNAAWA Executive team, the Human Rights Forum, the Education Working Group and the 

Yolande Frank Memorial Competition Committee. Please let the office know if you would like to be in-

volved in our groups and their work. Event details will continue to be provided via this newsletter and our 

social media. It is anticipated that our new website will be ready to launch in the coming weeks. You can 

keep in touch through our social media channels by liking us on Facebook, following us on Twitter and 

connecting with us on LinkedIn. 
 

We are planning to hold functions on the key UN international days such as Human Rights Day, the Day of 

Peace, UN Day and the Day for Remembrance of Victims of the Holocaust.  After the success of last 

year’s partnership, we are liaising with Australia for UNHCR about another possible function in Septem-

ber.  We are also exploring the logistics of hosting a new type of fundraiser—a humorous, entertaining 

‘Hypothetical’ on a controversial or ‘hot’ topic.  Details to follow. The next event we will be participating 

in is ‘Recognise’ on Monday 10 March (details pg. 3). Our major fundraiser for 2014 is a quiz night on 

Tuesday 29 July at the Irish Club (7pm), so please save this date in your diaries.   
 

Would you like to be part of a new UNAAWA Environmental Group? 

We have an offer from a member to co-ordinate a new Environmental Group.  The group could operate 

similarly to the Education Working Group or the Human Rights Forum. Please let us know if you would be 

interested in being involved and what you would like to see from such a group.  It is an opportunity to con-

sider matters such as biodiversity, environmental protection, endangered species and policy development 

with likeminded members. Please ring the office with your suggestions or comments on 6380 7304 or con-

tact Karissa Wilson via email to wilsonkarissa@gmail.com.    [Carolyne Gatward, President] 
 

The sausage sizzle is on this Sunday 9 March at the Bunnings Store, 

Salvado Road, Subiaco (behind our office).  The sizzle is critical to 

helping us raise money for our various activities. 
 

There is still time to volunteer for a two hour shift as a cook or server.  

Please contact Tony on 0419 834 329 or email him on 

tmcrae@vtown.com.au.  Or you may wish to make a donation to show 

your support.  It will be a fun day—not too hectic, with time for a chat.  

Members of our Executive will be leading the activities. 
 

If you cannot cook or serve on the day, please remember to drop by 

and cheer us on, or send people along to buy our wares—Mondo’s 

quality snaggers on Mia’s fresh buns, with onions, mustard or tomato 

sauce.  Mouth watering! 

 

JAN / FEB 2014  

UNAAWA Newsletter 

 

Sunday Sausage Sizzle, Subiaco 
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A very moving and powerful morning was experienced by an audience of eighty souls on Wednesday 29 

January 2014, International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust. This is 

the fifth year that this date was marked with a partnership of UNAAWA, NCJWA WA, the Holocaust In-

stitute of WA and the Jewish Historical and Genealogical Society WA. 
 

Our MC for the event was once again Judith Parker AM, Past President and Life Member of UNAAWA.  

Joan Mann, UNAAWA Life Member, acknowledged the traditional custodians of the land and also 

acknowledged the Australian of the Year, Adam Goodes. Judith read an emotional message from the UN 

Secretary General, Ban Ki-moon.   
                            [Photo L to R: Ester Steingiesser, Judith Parker, Joan Mann and Marion Ward (President, NCW WA)]  
 

Sue Levy from 

NCJWA then intro-

duced our special 

guest, Henk (Isaac) 

Piller. Henk told us 

his moving story, a 

Jewish boy in Am-

sterdam during the 

Holocaust.  
 

What courage his par-

ents showed, giving 

up all seven of their 

precious children, including a six-week old baby, so that members of the Dutch Underground could find 

righteous gentiles to take in these children (separately) and keep them safe, at great risk to their own lives.  

Henk was 9 years old then and the eldest son.  After the War, he found that all six of his brothers and sis-

ters had survived; but his mother and all his extended family perished. His father had survived Auschwitz, 

but had been left in very poor health and died some years later. Henk later came to Australia as a young 

adult, together with his foster family, the Geerlings.  In 2012, the Israeli Ambassador to Australia came to 

Perth to present to the eldest member of this family a medal of honour from the State of Israel and the Yad 

Vashem Museum for having saved the boy’s life at a great risk to their own. 
 

Judith Parker closed the event telling everyone about the Yolande Frank Memorial Award, which encour-

ages children to learn about the Declaration of Human Rights - so that future generations will always un-

derstand how important these 

rights are to all peoples. 
 

Henk Piller’s wife, son, 

daughters and some grand-

children were there to support 

him. Also there were his 

nephew and niece, visiting 

from Holland, the children of 

one of his sisters.   
 

[Ester Steingiesser,  

UNAAWA Executive] 
 

  [Photo: Henk Piller & his family] 

Commemoration in Memory of Victims of the Holocaust 
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UNAAWA is proud to be involved with the Recognise event on Monday 10 March in Fremantle 

(details below).  If you are available to attend, please look for the UN flag and join us. 

 

‘Recognise’ is a people’s movement to recognise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the 

Australian Constitution. To make this change, a national referendum would need to be held.  Recognise 

is a grassroots movement that is building the community support required for a successful referendum. 

The movement is part of Reconciliation Australia and community members are encouraged to join in as 

it travels around the country.  So far, 15, 800kms have been covered.   

 

“I hope that future generations of Australians will grow up learning about the rich and impressive first 

cultures of our country – and constitutional recognition is part of achieving that.”  

- ADAM GOODES, Australian of the Year 2014. 

Join the ‘Recognise’ Event—Monday 10 March 2014 
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What exactly are Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and their significance? SIDS are low lying 

coastal countries and islands that face similar challenges to other SIDS, however, their challenges are sig-

nificantly more difficult than those of established countries. These challenges include sustainable develop-

ment, small but growing populations, limited resources, remoteness, susceptibility to natural disasters, vul-

nerability to external shock, excessive dependence on foreign trade and fragile environments.  An example 

of a SIDS and the severe difficulties they face include Haiti and the massive earthquake in 2010.(1) 

 

The SIDS were first recognised as a distinct group at the United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development in 1992. The Barbados Programme of Action was set up in 1994 to assist SIDS in their sus-

tainable development efforts. The third and latest International Conference on Small Island Developing 

States will be held on 1-4 September 2014 at Apia, Samoa. This conference will focus the world’s atten-

tion on a small number of countries that remain a special case for sustainable development in view of their 

unique and particular vulnerabilities.(2) 

The conference will also seek to achieve the following objectives: 

1. Assess the progress to date and the remaining gaps in implementation. 

2. Obtain a renewed political commitment on focusing on practical and pragmatic actions for fur-

ther implementation. 

3. Identify new and emerging challenges and opportunities for the sustainable development of 

SIDS and means of addressing them. 

4. Identify priorities for the sustainable development of SIDS to be considered in the elaboration of 

the post UN 2015 UN development agenda. 
 

The United Nations General Assembly resolution called for ‘a concise, focused, forward-looking and ac-

tion orientated political document.’ Since the SIDS was established, much progress has been attained such 

as SIDS countries moving towards low-carbon climate resilient economies. SIDS are also becoming less 

reliant on the importation of fossil fuels and have turned to alternatives such as hydropower and wind 

farms. These renewable technologies have the advantage of providing energy at a lower cost than fossil 

fuels, making SIDS more sustainable.(1) 
 

So what can we do to make a difference? The easiest way for an individual would be to spread the word 

and information about the issue through social media, including Facebook and Twitter. The best way to 

help is to generate ideas, either individually or in a group, and submit these ideas through the SIDS web-

site at www.SIDS2014.org - scroll through the 'Share Ideas for Action and Partnerships'. Through this por-

tal you can share your ideas to a worldwide community and perhaps make a lasting difference.   
 

[Max Fouda, UNAAWA member] 
References: 

http://www.sids2014.org/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_Island_Developing_States. 

UN Year of Small Island Development—2014 

http://www.sids2014.org/
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International Women’s Day 

Friday 7 March 2014—Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence Services—High Tea. 

Commencing 3pm at Hyatt Regency, 99 Adelaide Tce, Perth, $80 per person. Bookings via 

WCDFVS.  Supporting women and children making a new start after living in a violent relationship. 

 

Saturday 8 March 2014—Oxfam’s Purple High Tea. Guess speaker Alicia Curtis.   

Commencing 1.30pm at Terrace Hotel, 237 St George’s Tce, Perth, $50 per person.  

Supporting Oxfam’s Gender Development Programs.  Book at http://www.trybooking.com./ECXU. 

 

Monday 10 March 2014—‘Advocacy for Action’, Free Public Talk—Melissa Parke MP. 

Commencing 5pm, University of Notre Dame ND42, corner Cliff and High Sts, Fremantle. 

RSVP to Lynne Jones: brilyjo@bigpond.com or phone 9384 8492 (Soroptimist International). 
 

Sunday 30 March 2014—One World Centre Movie Fundraiser—‘Wadjda’ 

A groundbreaking film full of hope, as entertaining as it is gently subversive. 

Commencing 2.45pm at Luna Cinema, Cnr Oxford & Vincent Sts, Leederville. 

Tickets $20 full price, $15 conc. Book via http://www.trybooking.com/EJBS or ring Joe Courtney on 

9227 5746.  Funds will be used for the One World Centre library. 

 

The Council for International Students (CISWA) has launched a ‘Share a Meal’ Program. 

CISWA is seeking volunteer host families to share a meal with international students.  For information, 

see http://www.ciswa.com/ or ring Lia Simmonds on 9218 2146. 
 

 

March 

1 Mar—Zero Discrimination Day [UNAIDS] 

3 Mar—World Wildlife Day 

8 Mar—International Women’s Day 

20 Mar—International Day of Happiness 

21 Mar—International Day for Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination 

21 Mar—World Poetry Day [UNESCO] 

21 Mar—International Day of Nowruz 

21 Mar—World Down Syndrome Day 

21 Mar—International Day of Forests and the Tree 

22 Mar—World Water Day  

23 Mar—World Meteorological day [WMO] 

24 Mar—World Tuberculosis Day [WHO] 

24 Mar—International Day for the Right to the Truth concerning Gross Human Rights Violations and 

for the Dignity of Victims 

25 Mar—International Day of Remembrance of Victims of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade 

25 Mar—International Day of Solidarity with Detained and Missing Staff Members 

 

News from other Organisations 

United Nations - Important Dates (March) 


