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As a non-government organisation and registered Australian charity that sits 
in a unique and important position in the non-profi t landscape, the United 
Nations Association of Australia (UNAA) works to inform, inspire and engage 
all Australians about the crucial work, goals and values of the United Nations 
to create a safer, fairer and more sustainable world.

Established in 1946, the UNAA engages federal, state and local governments, businesses, academia 
and community groups through an array of educational & awareness programs, leadership development 
opportunities, speaker events, advocacy campaigns and national media activities. 

AS A PROGRESSIVE CHANGE AGENT, WE EMPOWER AUSTRALIANS TO THINK GLOBALLY, PLAN 
NATIONALLY AND ACT LOCALLY. TO DO THIS, WE:

We offer a unique opportunity to partner with a 
renowned global brand that constructively exists to 
maintain and strengthen global peace and security; 
provide humanitarian relief; and promote human 
rights, environmental sustainability and economic 
development.

Your people, partners, investors and customers will 
benefi t by your alignment with the UNAA to achieve 
specifi c goals. Most Australians are already exposed 
to our activities, in the news or in person, whether 
they realise it or not. We hold an offi ce in every 
Australian capital city and maintain a supporter base 
of more than 200 active titled volunteers with a small 
effi cient staff. Our events across Australia attract 

tens of thousands of people annually and our online 
activities directly connect with many thousands 
more. 

We have launched ambitious plans to further grow 
our reach both within Australia and throughout the 
Asia Pacifi c region, and we invite you to partner 
with us to mutually benefi t from this exciting 
growth phase. The world needs the UN now more 
than ever.

Our partnership will lead to a better informed, more 
resilient and increasingly prosperous Australia.  And 
together we will create a safer, fairer and more 
sustainable world for present and future generations.

TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
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Implement 
innovative 
programs, 
projects and 
activities

Conduct 
awareness-raising 
and education 
activities

Convene 
professional 
knowledge sharing, 
networking and 
training activities

Partner and 
collaborate with 
organisations in 
the UN system

Conduct research 
and analyse 
policies



THE UNAA AND
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Australia: a member of the United Nations Human Rights Council (2018-2020)

On 16 October, 2017 the United Nations General Assembly in New York elected Australia to serve on the 
Human Rights Council, the United Nations body responsible for the promotion and protection of human rights 
globally.

Australia has a proud record of adopting and supporting international human rights law. In 1948 the UN 
adopted the Universal Declaration on Human Rights. Australia played an active role in its development and 
the international human rights treaties that followed. This commitment reflects national values that are deeply 
embedded in Australian society and our respect for democracy and the rule of law.

1 GENDER EQUALITY
Achieving gender equality is vital to economic 
development and to realising the full potential of all 
genders. Australia is strongly committed to working 
with the international community to advance the 
rights of women and girls. We advocate for:

>  Ending violence against women and girls  
>  Women’s economic empowerment 
>  Enhancing women’s voices in decision making, 

leadership and peace-building

2 GOOD GOVERNANCE
Good governance, the rule of law and strong 
institutions are the foundations of a well-functioning, 
responsive society — they are essential for promoting 
and protecting human rights. Australia is supporting 
partner governments in our region to strengthen 
accountability measures, improve public sector 
financial management and deliver public sector 
reform. This enables our regional partners to deliver 
more efficient and effective services and protect the 
human rights of their citizens.

This prospectus outlines the UNAA’s National Human Rights Program to mobilise resources and 
actively engage Australians to help achieve the SDGs and their specific targets.

AUSTRALIA’S MEMBERSHIP OF THE UN HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 
IS BUILT AROUND FIVE PILLARS:

1 2 3 4 5
Strong National 
Human Rights 
Institutions 
And Capacity 
Building

Gender  
Equality

Good  
Governance

Freedom Of 
Expression

The Rights Of 
Indigenous 
Peoples
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3 FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
Freedom of expression is a fundamental part of a 
vibrant democracy and a culture of accountability; it 
underpins good governance and stronger institutions. 
Australia’s domestic and international policy 
initiatives place a heavy emphasis on protecting the 
core human right to freedom of expression. Everyone 
has this right. It includes freedom to hold opinions 
without interference and to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas through any media and 
regardless of frontiers. 

The UNAA National Human Rights Program promotes 
acceptance, tolerance and understanding within 
Australia of this fundamental right to freedom of 
expression.

4 THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
The UNAA is committed to providing opportunities 
to assist Indigenous peoples – both in Australia 
and overseas – to overcome social and economic 
disadvantage.

This will be achieved through:

>  partnering with local Indigenous peoples and 
organisations to improve outcomes for Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples

>  Advocating for effective government policies that 
safeguard Indigenous Peoples’ human rights and 
improve outcomes in Australia

>  Working with Reconciliation Australia and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander reference 
groups to develop a Reconciliation Action Plan 
(RAP) for the UNAA

>  Commemorating and promoting NAIDOC 
week and the International Day of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples 

>  Actively encourage representation of Indigenous 
people in events organised by UNAA

5 STRONG NATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
INSTITUTIONS AND CAPACITY BUILDING
Independent national human rights institutions, 
and a strong and robust civil society, play 
crucial roles in preserving and advancing human 
rights. The UNAA is committed to strengthening 
Australia’s national human rights policy and 
commitment to good governance, as well as 
increased transparency and support for Australia’s 
independent human rights institutions. 

We promote the important role played by 
Parliamentary institutions in human rights 
implementation and oversight, and clarification of 
the status of Australia’s Human Rights Action Plan.

The Program has an important role in supporting 
Australia’s membership of the Human Rights 
Council. The Program is not only built on 
the observance of human rights but also the 
safeguarding of human dignity and the promotion 
of the concepts of individual freedom and mutual 
respect. The principles of equality and justice are 
fundamental to the effective protection of human 
rights. 

Program activities focus on advancing the rights 
of historically underrepresented groups, whilst 
building the capacity of organisations to facilitate 
dialogue aimed at greater public appreciation of 
the strength that diversity brings to our society. 
It underscores the values enshrined in the United 
Nations Charter: peace, justice, respect, human 
rights, tolerance and solidarity.

HUMAN  
RIGHTS



Increase overall awareness of Australia’s 
election to the Human Rights Council, 
measured through event attendance, focus 
group research, member surveys, website 
visits, mainstream media coverage, and 
social media engagement levels.

Further engage the business sector by 
forming mutually beneficial partnerships 
that address Australia’s election to 
the Human Rights Council, through 
tailored partnership affiliation and tiered 
sponsorships.

Grow secondary schools’ participation 
in human rights themes and activities in 
association with Model UN Conferences 
and UN Youth Australia programs.

Grow University programs, scholarships 
and study tours through the UNAA 
Academic Network, UN Youth Australia and 
the UNAA Young Professionals Network.

Play a convening role to assist the 
Australian Government and its position 
on the Human Rights Council to progress 
objectives.

Expand engagement of the UN 
Parliamentary Group with MPs and host 
visiting heads of UN agencies, human 
rights specialists and other dignitaries when 
visiting Australia. 

Launch human rights themed campaigns 
that reach and resonate with individuals, 
families and community groups, as well 
as business, government and education 
sectors.

Research, develop and publish a position 
paper ‘Human Rights, Australia and the UN.

PROGRAM

The UNAA National Human Rights Program has an important role to play in 
supporting Australia’s membership. The National program is not only built on 
the observance of human rights but also the safeguarding of human dignity 
and the promotion of the concepts of individual freedom and mutual respect.

The principles of equality and justice are fundamental to the effective protection of human rights. The UNAA 
National Human Rights Program will focus on advancing the rights of historically underrepresented groups 
while building the capacity of organisations to facilitate thematic dialogue sessions aimed at greater public 
appreciation of the strength that diversity brings to our society and to underscore the values enshrined in the 
United Nations Charter: peace, justice, respect, human rights, tolerance and solidarity.

Over three years, to 2020, the UNAA National Human Rights Program aims to reach 2 million+ 
Australians across education, community, government and business sectors to:
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PROGRAM

With a global perspective, 
nationally aligned strategy and local 
community engagement, the UNAA 
National Human Rights Program 
is strengthened by the resources, 
volunteer networks and local 
communities of the UNAA State/
Territory Divisions.

Think Globally, 
Plan Nationally, 
Act Locally”
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The appointment of 
Goodwill Ambassadors 
– field experts, 
celebrities and prominent 
Australians representing 
specific human rights’ 
focus areas

National, regional and 
local media coverage 
– television, radio, 
press and digital news 
channels

Educational campaign 
toolkits – resources for 
community fundraisers, 
workplace giving 
programs, program 
specific collateral

& ADVERTISING SUPPORT
Promotion of 
the Program is 
through a range of 
communications, 
campaigns 
and channels, 
including:

4 5 6

1 2 3

7
Digital marketing 
platforms – paid media, 
additional social media 
content development, a 
film/documentary project

Tailored newsletters, 
updates and reporting 
tools – regular briefings 
on human rights 
activities, developments 
and achievements

Branded merchandise 
– to grow both program 
awareness and revenue 
streams

Human Rights’ programs 
co-branded signage 
– available for event 
promotion
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& ENGAGEMENT ACTIVITIES
The UNAA National Human Rights Program will promote Australia’s position 
on the Human Rights Council and address specific goals within the 5 human 
rights pillars through action-orientated engagement activities, including:

1 2 3 4 5
Human Rights 
Awards and 
Recognition 
program, 
celebrating 
excellence in 
achievement, 
leadership and 
innovation

A range of 
educational events 
in Capital cities 
and regional 
locations, including  
International Day 
of the World’s 
Indigenous Peoples 
(9th August), UN Day 
(24th October) and 
Human Rights Day 
(10th December)

Keynote speaker 
conferences across 
Australia and events 
promoting the 
70th anniversary 
of the Universal 
Declaration of 
Human Rights

Public awareness 
campaigns – 
tying in with UN 
observance days 
– and promoting 
case studies of 
best practice in the 
Australian business 
sector.

Engage a 
range of 
partners 
through a 
position paper, 
‘Human Rights, 
Australia and 
the UN



The United Nations Association of Australia

www.unaa.org.au/hr

 For additional Program Information contact:
    Jo Tighe, National Human Rights Program Manager 

      jo.tighe@unaa.org.au   

 For Partnership enquiries contact: 
 Michelle Turpie, Partnerships Development Manager 
 michelle.turpie@unaa.org.au 
 Ph: 0417 840 952

United
Nations 
Association
of Australia


