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The 2020-21 Annual Report for the ACT Division UNAA reflects a 
sustained level of performance during another challenging year where 
the COVID pandemic has forced global change in our society, in part, 
from the consequences in the high levels of family loss of life, changes in 
working arrangements and the normal family activities from attendances 
at school to sporting activities.

Despite the shift to conducting all our events remotely, I am pleased to 
report that the Division was able to conduct six events during the year 
with high profile speakers covering a range of topics – Peace and 
Security, role of the UN in managing COVID, the role of UN 
Peacekeepers, UN Commission on the Status of Women, Celebrating the 
International Day of Forests and Australian, UN and the Global Refugee 
Crisis. All events were well attended and the Events Committee ensured 
a professional approach to their conduct, despite the challenges of them 
being virtual.

Against the trends in other similar organisations, I am encouraged by the 
enduring support from our members through their active participation 
and a sustained level of membership renewals. As you will see from the 
audited Financial Statements, out financial position has only marginally 
decreased, which can be fully contributed to all our events being free to 
attend and the lack of ability to conduct in person activities that are the 
core of our revenue raising efforts.

As President, I have continued to represent the Division as a Director at 
all National Board meetings conducted during the year. I have been 
heavily involved in a number of selection processes with a shift to more 
voluntary positions and a turnover in Board positions. I have continued 
to be the lead focal point on the National Board for the UN Alumni 
Network and the Parliamentary Friends of the UN. There has been some 
delays in progressing these national programs because of changes in 
Parliamentary focal points and changes in staffing in the National Board. 
I have continued to provide technical support to a range of activities, 
including the review of Board policies and facilitating cross Divisional 
activities. 

In conclusion, I would like to pay tribute to all ACT Division Committee 
members who continued to provide their volunteer support, knowledge, 
expertise, energy and commitment to promoting the goals and mandate 
of the United Nations through a vibrant program of activities and our 
stakeholders. I am confident that the recently elected Divisional 
Committee will deliver and even greater range of services to all our 
members during 2021/2022. On behalf of that Committee, I wish you 
continued good health, safety and success.

Brian 

President’s Report – Brian Gleeson

WITH THANKS TO

Executive Committee Members 

President: Brian Gleeson

Vice Presidents:
Harold Wilkinson
Frances Stanton 

Secretary: Cameron Wickham

Treasurer: Christine Vincent 

Committee Members 
Claire Fraser (Events Committee Lead)
John Tilemann
Mandy Lister
Michele Smith 
Nimalan Karthikeyan
Nicholas Flack
Roslyn Dundas 

Immediate Past President
Jonathan Curtis (2018-2019)
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Audited Financial Statements 2020-21

*Due to space restrictions, the full 
audited accounts have not been 
printed in this report. 
For a copy of these accounts,
please email actpres@unaa.org.au

mailto:admin@unaa.org.au
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UNAA PACIFIC PROJECT
Since 2009, the United Nations Association of Australia has been working on a community development project in the Pacific. David Purnell, the previous National Administrator of UNAA and 
current UNAA ACT Committee Member has been the Project Manager and his involvement has kept the ACT Division very involved in the project. The project is being funded by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and aims to develop UN Associations in the Pacific. Currently we are working with community groups in PNG, Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu and the 
Solomon Islands.
Most recently, David Purnell and Beth Philipson (UNYA) travelled to Samoa to begin negotiations around the development of a UNA based in Apia. They were able to secure many high level 
meetings including the Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Minister, CEO of Foreign Affairs and a range of UN officials and community sector representatives.
More information about this project is available at www.unaa.org.au

COVER IMAGES:
Clockwise L to R: Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Hon Stephen Smith MP launching the UN Parliamentary Group with the Chair of the Group, Melissa Parke MP; Robert Hill, Former Australian 
Ambassador to the UN and now National President of UNAA; Margaret Moreton; and Switch to Green Expo participants.

WITH THANKS TO
Executive Committee Members 
President: Brian Gleeson

Vice Presidents:
Harold Wilkinson
Jenna Allen
Nick Flack

Secretary: Cameron Wickham
Treasurer: Frances Stanton

Committee Members 
John Tilemann
Nimalan Karthikeyan
Michele Smith
Peter Thompson

Immediate Past President
Jonathan Curtis (2018-2019)

Rethink content 

- Possibly profiles and ways to contact the division 

- Request for suggestions from committee members 

2020-21 Events 
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Marking the 65th session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women

To coincide with the 65th session of the UN Women’s Commission on the Status of 

Women (CSW), the UNAA ACT Division hosted Claire Moore for a virtual 

presentation on the progress of gender equality and the empowerment of women. 

Members and guests joined online to discuss the presentation theme of “Women's 

full and effective participation and decision-making in public life, as well as the 

elimination of violence, for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all 

women and girls.” Claire Moore is the President of the Queensland Division of UNAA 

and a Director on the National Board of the UNAA.

Celebrating the International Day of Forests

Following the devastating Black Summer bush fires in Australia, effective 

management and mitigation of the impacts of fire on our forests became an area of 

increased interest and concern. The UNAA ACT Division organised a virtual 

discussion with ANU Professor David Lindenmayer, a world-leading expert in forest 

ecology and resource management on the importance of managing the impacts of 

fire. The event was organised to raise awareness of Sustainable Development Goal 

15, Life on Land, highlighting the critical importance of the sustainable management 

of our terrestrial ecosystems.
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Australia, the UN and the Global Refugee Crisis

Does the new Global Compact help address the systemic political problem regarding support for 

refugees - where developed countries “outsource” the problem to developing countries located 

nearer the countries of origin? This was the topic of a virtual discussion with Erika Feller as part of a 

virtual event organised by the UNAA ACT Division to mark the World Refugee Day. The 

conversation focused on the most urgent issues that need to be addressed to remedy the current 

situation where many developing countries lack the legal and logistical resources to cope with the 

flood of refugees and other migrants. Erika Feller is the Vice Chancellor’s Fellow at The University of 

Melbourne and a former UNHCR Assistant High Commissioner.


